
 

 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

This letter aims to update you on our preparations within school in response to the spread of Coronavirus 

(Covid 19). Updates from the Department for Education, Knowsley Council and Public Health England have 

been used as a basis for our planning. We recognise that people will understandably be concerned at this 

time, therefore we just want to reassure you that the school is monitoring the situation closely, is in regular 

contact with relevant authorities and has comprehensive plans in place. This will be a worrying time for you 

all and would like to assure you that comprehensive plans are in place in school. 

Thank you all for returning your updated contact information earlier this week. That was most helpful, and 

much appreciated.  

Day to Day Response 

We are encouraging all of our staff and children to follow Public Health guidance and keep high levels of 

personal hygiene; this includes making sure that we are directing children/students and staff to wash their 

hands, there is hand soap in the toilets. Children can bring hand sanitiser to school with them to use 

throughout the day if they wish.  

Our standard cleaning processes will continue and we have asked our cleaning company to making sure that 

frequent contact points such as door handles are cleaned more regularly.   

Signs and Symptoms of COVID-19 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are: 

 new continuous cough and/or 

 high temperature 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild infection. In the statement issued to Parliament on 

the evening of Monday 16th March 2020 the Health Secretary asked anyone showing either of the above 

symptoms to self-isolate for 14 days, along with anyone who lives with them.   

If children feel better after 14 days and no longer have a temperature, they can return to school. The 

guidance does say that a cough may persist for several weeks in some people, despite the Coronavirus 

infection having cleared.  

Reporting Absence: 

Please report any absence as usual by calling school on 0151 477 8770. Pupils who need to self-isolate due 

to showing symptoms of coronavirus or live in a house where someone else is displaying symptoms will 

have their absence authorised.   



 

 

 

Communication 

All communication relating  how school is responding to COVID 19, including any potential school closure 

will be made by letter (sent home with your child), a school web site announcement 

https://www.stedmundarrowsmith.org.uk/, text message from the school and our twitter page   

@StEdArrKnowsley  

All information you need in relation to changes at school will be posted on the official channels listed above.  

Please do not rely on other sources such as non-school related media to inform your decision making.  

Planning in Place: 

Contingency plans are in place for Council services to schools and we are receiving regular updates in 

relation to this. 

An important part of our preparations are making sure that we have contingency plans for a variety of 

scenarios, including a temporary closure if instructed to do so by Public Health England.  

We have made the decision to cancel any non-essential visitors to school and staff have been instructed to 

not attend any non-essential meetings off site. All pupil trips, visits and fixtures have been stopped,  as per 

the instruction to restrict all but essential travel.  

Currently, we have planned for the following scenarios; 

1. Instruction from Government to close for a specified period of time 

In this situation school will provide paper based work for all pupils for an initial two weeks. In the 

event of a longer closure we would communicate via our school web site and class charts how pupils 

would be able to access learning.  

2. Staff absence levels cause the need for closure. 

In this situation school will provide paper based work for all pupils for an initial two weeks. In the 

event of a longer closure we would communicate via our school web site and class charts how pupils 

would be able to access learning. Closure could be full or partial, meaning school would remain 

open for some year groups.  

 

In all of the above scenarios there will be daily communication on the school web site including information 

about when school will re- open and to which year groups. Pupils are expected to be available to return to 

school with 24h notice if they are well enough to do so.  

 

 

 

https://www.stedmundarrowsmith.org.uk/


 

 

 

Children Accessing Alternative Provision  

If your child currently accesses Alternative Provision (AP) then we will be liaising with each individual AP 

establishment to ensure you are kept informed regarding current arrangements. Parents will be contacted 

individually with any necessary updates.  

 

Forthcoming Events at School: 

From Tuesday 17th March 2020 all pupil trips, visits and fixtures have been stopped until further notice. Year 

10 parents evening scheduled for Thursday 2nd April 2020 will be postponed.  

Current national guidance for pupils in Y11 taking GCSE and BTEC exams in the summer term is to go 

ahead and plan accordingly which we continue to do. If this guidance changes we will inform you. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and your understanding in this matter. 

    

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

H Pinnington (Mrs) 

Headteacher 

 


